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English Language is a compulsory GCSE subject for all students in the UK.

It focuses on 3 main skill areas – reading, writing and speaking & listening.

This GCSE is vital because it is based on communication – written and oral –and is therefore a

qualification that you need to move into the next level of education or for any employment.

A good grade in GCSE English Language will be taken in to account if you wish to study any of

these A Level subjects; Business Studies, Criminology, English Literature, Film Studies, Politics,

Health and Social Care, History, Performing Arts, RS, Sociology and Travel and Tourism.

Whilst you may not choose a career based on the study of English Language, all future

employers will ask for a C or above in this subject.

If you have a real flair for it you may want to consider a career in Advertising and Marketing,

Public Relations, Braodcasting, Publishing and Editing or Teaching.

A Cross Community Grammar School for Girls

English Language
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This GCSE is a two-year unitised course providing a sound basis for progression to employment and further education.

In studying this course you will develop knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts. You will also acquire

and use problem-solving strategies in mathematical, everyday and real-world situations.

All candidates will complete a written external paper in year 11 worth 45% and a completion paper in year 12 worth 55%.

Pupils entering Year 11 are placed into a Maths class which will most suits their level of ability. There will be 5 Maths classes and the

decision about which Maths class they go into and which combination students begin is based upon their performance in Maths at KS3.

The following combinations will be available.

Tier Modules Classes Maximum Grade Targeted

Higher M4 & M8 11Ma1 & 11Ma2 A* (Essential route for A Level)

Higher M4 & M7 11Ma3 A

Higher M3 & M7 11Ma4 B

Foundation M2 & M6 11Ma5 C*

A GCSE in Mathematics is a very desirable qualification that many further education courses and employers demand. Studying Maths can

lead to careers in Finance, Medicine, Engineering, Teaching, Programming, Environmental Science and many more.

For further information students should talk to their Maths teacher or Head of Mathematics, Mr McAlister.

A Cross Community Grammar School for Girls

GCSE Mathematics
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For CCEA GCSE LLW four units are studied:

• Citizenship - topics include: cultural diversity, inclusion, human rights, democracy, Northern

Ireland politics (one hour examination paper).

• Personal Development - topics include: diet, exercise, emotional health, relationships and

sexuality, parenting, personal finance (one hour examination paper).

• Employability - topics include: finding a job, CVs and interviews, responsibilities of employees

and employers, globalisation (one hour examination paper).

• Controlled Assessment - a research investigation based on one strand of LLW.

LLW forms a good basis for studying post-16 subjects such as Applied Health and Social

Care, Politics, Sociology and Business Studies.

A Cross Community Grammar School for Girls

GCSE Learning for Life and Work
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GCSE and GCE Religious Studies specifications contain relevant, interesting content that reflects the changing needs and

diversity of our society. It addresses big questions and controversial issues that are relevant to our lives today.

➢ Full course students follow both units as outlined below. They will have 5 teaching periods over two weeks.

➢ Short course students follow the Introduction to Christian Ethics unit. They have 1 teaching period each week.

GCSE Religious Studies is 100% external written exams- one exam for each unit lasting 1 hours 30 minutes.

GCSE Course Content

Religious Studies is one of the most popular A levels chosen by candidates of CCEA.

GCE Religious Studies is 100% external written exams- one exam for each unit lasting 1 hours 30 minutes.

GCE Course Content

AS7/A27: Medical Ethics/ Global Ethics

AS8/ A28 An Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion/ Themes in the Philosophy of Religion

Religious Studies is recognised as a thoroughly academic subject by all the universities and pupils who have successfully

completed it have progressed to a wide variety of university courses and careers including teaching, nursing, journalism, law and

social work.

A Cross Community Grammar School for Girls

Religious Studies

Unit 6: An Introduction to Christian Ethics Unit 7:An Introduction to Philosophy of Religion

•• Personal and Family Issues

•• Matters of Life and Death

•• Developments in Bioethics

•• Contemporary Issues in Christianity

•• Modern Warfare

•• The Existence of God

•• The Nature of God

•• The Problem of Evil and/or Suffering

•• Experiencing God

•• Life after Death
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CCEA Single Award Science
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• Students receive a single Science grade at GCSE level (A* - G)

• Specification covers a range of Biology, Chemistry and Physics topics

• SAS course is unitised and taught by a Science subject specialist (3 periods/week)

• There are four assessed units making up the qualification; one Biology unit (25%), one

Chemistry unit (25%), one Physics unit (25%) and one unit on Practical Skills (25%)

• Students also complete Level 2 Vocational Qualification in Occupational Studies –

Horticulture (see separate slide)

• SAS students will not be able to progress to study ‘A’ Level Biology, Chemistry or Physics,

but may be able to study ‘A’ Level Life and Health Sciences, allowing the opportunity to follow

a Science course at Further Education college or university leading to many possible job

opportunities and career paths

A Cross Community Grammar School for Girls
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• Students study a Level 2 Vocational Qualification

• This is equivalent to a full GCSE qualification

• The qualification is graded as Distinction*, Distinction, Merit or Pass (equivalent to GCSE

grades A* to C)

• 60% of the course is based on completion of practical tasks

• 40% of the course is based on a pupil portfolio focusing on analysis and evaluation

• Two main units – Caring for Plants & Flowers and Growing Plants in a Sustainable Way

• There are no formal examinations

• Students may have the opportunity to access a range of Horticulture based courses at

Further Education colleges or university or take up job opportunities in this area

A Cross Community Grammar School for Girls

CCEA Occupational Studies – Horticulture



www.hunterhousecollege.org.uk

• Students receive a double Science grade at GCSE level – (from A*A* - GG)

• Specification covers a range of Biology, Chemistry and Physics topics

• Students taught in classes with others of similar academic ability

• DAS course is unitised and taught by three subject specialists (2 periods of Biology,

Chemistry, Physics/week = 6 periods in total)

• There are seven assessed units making up the qualification; two Biology units (25%), two

Chemistry units (25%), two Physics units (25%) and one unit on Practical Skills (25%)

• DAS students may be able to progress to study ‘A’ Level Biology, Chemistry, Physics or Life

and Health Sciences allowing the opportunity to follow specific Science courses at Further

Education college or university, e.g. Medicine/Pharmacy/Engineering or to access many

diverse scientific courses, job opportunities and career paths

A Cross Community Grammar School for Girls

CCEA Double Award Science



www.hunterhousecollege.org.uk

Why choose GCSE Art & Design

If you enjoy being creative, want to increase your practical skills and improve your analytical communication and

research abilities, art & design is a great choice. Click on the links below to see reasons to study art and design.

https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/reasons-to-study-art

Careers linked with studying art & Design

https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/art-careers-list

A Cross Community Grammar School for Girls

GCSE Art & design

https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/reasons-to-study-art
https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/art-careers-list
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Examination Board: CCEA

• Year 11 Pupils gain a rounded view of the business world through studying:

Starting a Business, Marketing, Business Operations, E-Business

• In Year 12 they gain an understanding of:

Human Resources, Business Growth, Finance and Planning a Business.

Career Options

• It is a useful foundation for A Level.

• Past pupils have taken a Degree in Business or a Professional Apprenticeship in

Business.

• One pupil commented: ‘I thought it was interesting and would be helpful for my future’.

A Cross Community Grammar School for Girls

GCSE Business Studies
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What will you learn about?
•family, pregnancy and the responsibilities of being a parent
•birth and caring for a new-born baby
•diet and lifestyle choices and their impact
•the dietary and developmental needs of young children
•the health and well-being of young children

A Cross Community Grammar School for Girls

Child Development 

Component 1:
Parenthood, Pregnancy and the 

Newborn Baby 
(30% GCSE)

External examination Year 11

Component 2:
The Development of the Child (0–5 

Years)
(30% GCSE)

External examination Year 12

Component 3:
Investigation Task            

(40% of GCSE)

Controlled assessment

What can I do with this subject?

A-level routes
Applied Health and Social Care 
(single and double award)

Career progression 
Key careers which are linked to the subject include all Healthcare professions such 
as a Children’s nurse or a Midwife, Childcare Assistant, Classroom Assistant, 
Nursery School teacher and Teaching assistant.
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At GCSE you will study a range of Resistant Materials theory, the core of this already studied and explored at KS3.

The second component of our GCSE course is the Controlled Assessment ‘Design and Manufacture’ Project.

You will have the opportunity to design a bespoke solution, then manufacture your prototype in the workshop.

There is a wide mix of skills developed at GCSE, ranging from manufacture, graphical, ICT to mathematical.

At A Level, transferable skills, developed at GCSE will set a firm foundation for progression. You will have

the same 50/50 spilt between theory and coursework so the course will have a familiar feel, allowing you to build on previous learning

experiences within the subject at KS3&4. Your coursework presents you with the opportunity to work in consultation with a client.

Design and technology can set you up for a career in a wide

• range of industries such as engineering, architecture, product design

• Popular careers for people with design and technology

• qualifications include:

Civil Engineering

Product Designer 

Industrial Design

Architecture

Design and Applied Technology

Building/Quantity Surveying

• Electrical Engineering and teaching

A Cross Community Grammar School for Girls

Where can ‘Design & Technology’ take you?



www.hunterhousecollege.org.ukA Cross Community Grammar School for Girls

Digital Technology- Multimedia

Content Assessment Weighting

Compulsory 

Core

UNIT 1: Digital Technology External Written 

Examination 1hour

30%

Multimedia 

Units

UNIT 2: Digital Authoring 

Concepts

External Written 

Examination 1hour 

30 mins

40%

UNIT 3: Digital Authoring 

Practice

Controlled 

Assessment

30%

Reasons to study the subject

• If you are interested in designing a website and combining

it with a database, this is the course for you!

• A fun course which builds on your existing ICT skills and

knowledge, while allowing you to express your design and

creativity

• Equips you with the skills needed to progress in an

increasingly digital world

Careers and Progression

• This course will enable you to study Digital Technology for A-Level.

• This qualification supports progress to further study, including GCEs, BTECs and Diplomas in IT, Computing and related subjects.

• ICT Jobs in Northern Ireland boast higher than average starting salaries and new job are always being created.

• Potential jobs in the IT sector include Graphic Design, Web Design, Photography, Game Design, 3D Animation & Modeling, Video

Effects for Movies and much more.
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English Literature 
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English Literature is an optional subject for GCSE.

Students will study a novel, two plays (one of which will be by Shakespeare), a collection of

poetry and some short extracts from novels.

The subject is based around textual analysis and essay writing. English Literature students

should be empathetic readers, fluent written communicators and should enjoy debate and

discussion.

After GCSE you may wish to study English Literature for A Level. A good grade in your English

Literature GCSE is also a great starting point for subjects such as Politics, History and

Sociology.

Studying English Literature opens the door to many exciting careers such as Journalism,

Writing, Law, Publishing, Teaching, Lecturing and Public Relations.

A Cross Community Grammar School for Girls
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What will you learn about?
•nutritional content of foods
•nutritional and dietary needs of specific groups and how to cater for them
•health issues associated with dietary and lifestyle choices
•factors affecting how we buy food, what we buy and what we waste
•importance of food safety
•preparation of food, cooking and presentation of dishes

A Cross Community Grammar School for Girls

Food and Nutrition 

What can I do with this subject?

A-level routes
Nutrition and Food Science
Applied Health and Social Care 
(single and double award)

Career progression 
Key careers which are linked to the subject include Food Technology, 
Dietetics, Hospitality and Catering industry, Teaching, Product 
Development, Quality control and Health promotion.
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Geography is an academic subject which will keep open all options for you in your future.

Employers and universities see Geography as a subject rich in skills, knowledge and

understanding. As a subject linking the arts and the sciences, it is highly flexible in terms of what

you can combine it with, both at GCSE and A Level.

A Cross Community Grammar School for Girls

GEOGRAPHY

Geography will 

help you 

understand 

our world and 

the people 

who live on it, 

help you 

respect our 

planet and put 

you on the 

path to an 

interesting 

future.
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Further Mathematics is one of the best subjects to develop logical thinking and problem-solving skills.

This course is designed to broaden the experience of students whose mathematical ability is above average.

The study of Further Mathematics is essential for those pupils intending to take A Level Mathematics.

Students wishing to choose this subject should have demonstrated a high level of mathematical ability in the junior

school. We would expect students to be capable of independent learning and to enjoy the challenges of problem

solving.

There are 2 possible routes.

Further Mathematics at Hunterhouse College is divided into 3 branches:

Further Mathematics is valuable as a supporting subject to many courses. Studying Maths can lead to careers in

Finance, Medicine, Engineering, Teaching, Programming, Environmental Science and many more.

A Cross Community Grammar School for Girls

Further Mathematics

Route 1: Timetabled class

• Pick Further Maths as one of your   

choices.

• Classes are during the school day.

Route 2: Afterschool class 

• Choose Further Maths (Modular) as an extra GCSE, for students well above 

average in all their GCSE subject choices.

• Classes are before and after school. 

Monday 3.30pm - 4.30pm, Wednesday 8.15am – 8.45am, Friday 8.15am – 8.45am

Pure Mathematics (50%): Including 

algebra, trigonometry & calculus. 

(Assessment: 2 hour written examination)

Mechanics (25%): Mechanics deals with 

the action of forces on objects. 
(Assessment: 1 hour written examination)

Statistics (25%): You will learn how to 

analyse and summarise numerical data.
(Assessment: 1 hour written examination)
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For CCEA GCSE History two units are studied:

• Unit 1 is a 1 hour 45 minutes examination paper:

Section A: Life in the United States of America, 1920-1933. Topics include - immigration, racial

segregation, prohibition, gangsters, flappers, popular culture, Wall Street Crash, Great Depression.

Section B: Changing Relations: Northern Ireland and its Neighbours, 1920-1949. Topics include

- partition, creation of Northern Ireland, impact of the Second World War.

• Unit 2 is a 1 hour 15 minutes examination paper:

International Relations, 1945-2003. Topic include - the Cold War, the Korean and Vietnam Wars, the

Cuban Missiles Crisis, the War on Terror, the 9/11 attack on the USA.

GCSE History develops the skills for A Level History, Politics and Sociology, as well as careers

including Law, Politics, Teaching, Journalism, Social Work and Criminal Investigation.

A Cross Community Grammar School for Girls

GCSE History
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Enhanced communication and adaptability skills

Deeper cultural awareness

Empathy with others

Flexibility to travel, study or work abroad

Excellent presentation skills

Competence in research, evaluation and analysis

Pick a language at GCSE or A-level and display valuable skills for the global workplace

thus widening your career opportunities.

A Cross Community Grammar School for Girls

Learning a Language
at GCSE or A-level shows that you have……
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Leisure, travel and tourism is a dynamic and fascinating area of study with a focus on our fastest growing Industry.

GCSE Leisure, Travel and Tourism gives you the opportunity to follow a vocationally related course of study which
combines well with subjects such as Geography and Business Studies.

A Cross Community Grammar School for Girls

LEISURE, TRAVEL AND TOURISM

For the resources available to support this specification see: 

Leisure, Travel and Tourism section at www.ccea.org.uk 

UNIT 1 covers the types and suitability of the various 

types of leisure activities, holiday destinations and 

accommodation offered within the industry.  It is 

assessed by an examination sat in Year 11.

UNIT 2 looks at how the industry markets using 

marketing strategies to promote business and how 

the industry itself must become more sustainable.

UNIT 3 Is an assessed piece of coursework based on 

first-hand research conducted on a specified aspect 

of the LTT industry.
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GCSE Music consists of three components:

Performance exam (35%): One solo and one ensemble

Composition (30%): Two pieces of music

Listening exam (35%): One exam (1 ½ hours in length)

Post-16 Options: Further study at AS, A2 and University

Career Options: Performing, teaching, administration,

sound engineer, composing, broadcasting, music therapy,

recording technicians.

A Cross Community Grammar School for Girls

GCSE MUSIC

Music Education enhances:

✓ Learning skills

✓ Communication skills

✓ Creativity

✓ Teamwork

✓ Discipline

✓ Cultural awareness

✓ Respect for others

✓ Self-esteem through personal 

accomplishment. 

Music graduates can be found everywhere. 

From the creative industries, to finance, 

law and medicine. 

Music qualifications and experience are 

evidence of intelligence and creativity. 
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Why study the Performing Arts? 

If you have the slightest interest in becoming a performer of any shape or form then this is the course for you!  

Whether in dance, drama, music, comedy, film, radio or television. The BTEC performing arts course provides you with 

a solid foundation of practical techniques for developing presentation and communication skills that can transfer across 

different mediums. 

But the invaluable skills you can get from this course are not only useful for people wanting to go into the arts. The skills

you learn in the performing arts studio are also widely respected in other areas of employment. 

On the UCAS Website it identifies the valuable place the performing arts plays in developing skillful employees for many 

different industries

“The confidence and communication skills developed from drama, music and the performing arts can be useful 

in a wide range of occupational areas including catering and hospitality, retail sales and customer services, 

broadcast media and the performing arts, marketing, sales and advertising and leisure, sport and tourism.”

Aside from all of this, the performing arts enables you to have fun, using your imagination, being creative, solving 

problems and creating life long friendships. 

A Cross Community Grammar School for Girls

BTEC First Award in 
Performing Arts
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Why study this subject?

• Improve your fitness levels through a range of physical

activities

• Improve your performance in different types of physical

activity

• Develop knowledge and understanding about healthy

active lifestyles, developing performance and the

Leisure Industry.

• Stepping stone to BTEC Sport in Year 13 & 14 before

following a career in sport.

A Cross Community Grammar School for Girls

GCSE Physical Education
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• 5 hours a fortnight of Study time built into your timetable instead of choosing a subject

in that Option Block

Reasons to choose Supported Study:

• Extensive extra-curricular commitments each week

• Participation in music or sport outside school at a high level

• Attendance which is affected by on-going medical issues

• Regular appointments during school hours

• Recommendation by the Student Progress Team

Independent Learning Skills Developed Through Supported Study:

Prioritising your workload; Managing deadlines; Planning your work; Taking responsibility for your work;

Identifying key areas to work on; Reflecting on your progress and setting targets

A Cross Community Grammar School for Girls

Supported Study


